
Cross Cultural Awareness Lesson Plan

Effective Instructional Sequence

Instructor’s Name: Amanda Abrahams

Subject/Level: ESL/ALCI 

Lesson Objective(s):  
• Students will able to recognize typical small talk in American English topics. 
• Students will be able to recognize the difference between personal conversation and acceptable 

small talk issues.
• Students will perform an original skit in front of the class using at least two examples of the 

small talk issues discussed.

Setting the Stage (5-10 minutes)
1. Write “small talk” on the board. Ask students what it means? Have they ever heard of this 

before? Is there such a thing as “big talk” ? 
2. Ask them a few questions (about how they feel, about the weather, about their bank account, 

view on politics, religion) and see how they react, is it appropriate? is it inappropriate?

Comprehensible Input (10 minutes) 
1. I would start by explaining that we, as Americans, are so chatty and I could have a 

conversation with any and all of the students in the room. 
2. Ask if anyone has heard the term “awkward silence”.We kind of tend to feel awkward with 

“awkward silences” and so we fill them up with unimportant chatter. Especially in Chico, the 
people are friendlier and thus, talk more, especially with strangers. 

3. I would tell them that certain things are appropriate to say to strangers, while others are not.  
a. a. Small talk is defined as “polite conversation about unimportant or uncontroversial 

matters, esp. as engaged in on social occasions.” Explain that people don’t want to make 
strangers uncomfortable, they just want to fill the “________ silence.” 

4. Tell the students that there is a time, a place, and topics for small talk. 
a. Small talk about the weather (give examples for all of these)

i. “It’s so nice out! I heard it might rain soon.”
b. Small talk about events on campus

i. “Did you see the Harlem Shake?” But be careful to keep it uncontroversial. 
ii. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ieTa_dgDik

c. Small talk at a social event
i. “So who do you know here?”

d. Small talk standing in line (depends what line you are in)
i. Mention their clothing or whatever you are in line for. 

3. Introduce the three idioms

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ieTa_dgDik
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ieTa_dgDik


a. to break the ice-Why is it called breaking the ice? Sometimes people use games or 
activities to “break the ice” like the name game. Who knows/remembers the name 
game with the animal sounds? What was the point of that?

b. to look for common ground-what is common ground? What do you guys think that 
means? 

c. to get the point-What does that mean? Why point? Is it a literal question? 

If someone doesn’t want to answer a question, you can always politely decline by saying:
a. “I’m sorry. I prefer not to answer that question.”
b. “I’m sorry. That’s a hard question for me to answer.”
c. “I’m sorry. I’d feel uncomfortable answering that question.”
d. “If you don’t mind, I’d rather not answer that.”

Or, if you want to change the topic of conversation, you could say:
“by the way, did you hear about....”
“by the way, did I tell you....”
“I’ve been meaning to tell you....”
“On another subject....”
“Speaking of ____, I wanted to tell you about _____”

Guided Practice (15 minutes) 
1. Go over Appendix A. Have students look at the list and identify what is “too personal” in their 

home country and what is “ok” to ask. Have the students fill out the list (Appendix A) and 
compare with a partner next to them. 

2. Have each pair share what they put down and explain if possible. 
3. Have them draft up a skit with a partner from across the room. Their skit should be 8 lines 

long (each person should have 4 different lines). 
4. Go around and ask if they have any questions, problems. 

Application/Extension (15 minutes) 
1. Have the students come up in front of the class and perform their small talk skit. 
2. Have them introduce at least two appropriate topics for conversation in the US and add one 

from their host country.
3. Have the students in the class identify which topic of conversation is not appropriate to ask at 

the specified scenario. 

Assessment/Evaluation (5 minutes) 
1. Evaluation is done during their skits, looking at proper use of small talk subjects and overall 

language. 
2. Check to see if the students correctly identify which topic is inappropriate small talk in the 

US. 
3. Have students write down at least 2 idiomatic phrases and 2 places where it is appropriate to 

start meaningless small talk and have them turn it in at the end of class. 



4. Participation in class, students' understanding of vocabulary and material in class. Assessment 
is periodically done throughout the lesson.

Appendix A:
                    U.S.             Home Country

marital status

age

salary

rent

cost of new car

number of children

personal problems

religion

job

love life

future plans

politics 

 


