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Course Description:  Learning Goals and Exit Proficiencies 
Effectively communicating in a non-native land requires not only linguistic know-how, but cultural knowledge as well.  
Culture is defined as, a system of values and beliefs which we share with others, all of which gives us a sense of 
belonging or identity.  Each culture exhibits differing values and belief systems, which effect how people perceive reality 
and react to it.  These differences are exhibited through the ways people behave, communicate, and think in different 
cultures.  Such differences can lead to various forms of misunderstandings and communication failure.  This course is set 
out to provide the knowledge that can prevent such misunderstandings.  The students will be the experts on their culture 
and cultural practices.  The course will explore various world cultures with a special focus on the American culture.  
Some of the topics that will be covered in this course are: 

 Language and Culture:  A culture’s language directly reflects the culture.  This will be demonstrated via idioms, 
proverbs, and new vocabulary 

 Cultural Themes:  We will be learning about our culture and other cultures through themes such as:  Small Talk, 
Academic Etiquette, Holidays, Family Life, Nonverbal Communication, Heroes, Leisure Time Activities, 
Food Etiquette, Politics, etc. 
 

Welcome to Cross-Cultural Awareness.  This course will focus on understanding the diversity of others by: 
 Comparing and contrasting cultural practices and behaviors 
 Identifying culture-specific behavior 
 Developing an awareness of how language and culture are intertwined (How language can be used for culturally 

specific purposes) 
 Identifying rhetoric and manipulations within language 

 
Textbook and Other Required Resources 
-Pens, pencils, paper, highlighter    
-Teacher Handouts 
 
Add/Drop Policy 
To request a level or elective change, please do the following: 

1. Fill out a level change form. 
2. See the ALCI Director.  You must bring your completed Change Request form. 
3. You must attend your currently listed class unless your level/elective is officially changed. 
4. No/level/elective changes will be made after the first week of classes. 

 
Exams 
You will have a final cultural presentation that will count as your final exam. It will be a group presentation, but you have 
the option of doing your own individual presentation. Details about this will be further explained in class. 
 
Class Attendance and Participation 

Instructor Contact Information 
 

Course Information 

Instructor:  Chris Brands  Session: Spring 1 2013 Session 
 

 
  

   

cbrands@csuchico.edu Dates:   January 28th – March 15th, 2013 
ALCI Office: 898-6821 
Direct: 898-5788 

Class day/time: TR 11:30-12:20pm 
Classroom building/room number: CLSA 116 
 



 

 
 

It is very important that you attend classes to maintain your student visa status.  You are required to have 90% attendance 
in this program, though 100% is recommended.  There are NO excused absences.  This means that if you miss two 
classes, your grade will be lowered.  If you are late 20 minutes or more for any class, it counts as an absence.  If you are 
late to class, it will affect your grade. Three tardies equals one absence (3=1). 
 
5%  Attendance               See policy above 
5%  Participation To answer and ask questions, work in pairs or as a group, and contribute to class debates and 

discussions. See Attached. 
40%  Coursework Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class; no late work is accepted. 
50%  Exams Final cultural presentation.  No make ups on any. 
 
Week Date Objectives 
  
Week 1 

 
1/28-2/1 

-What is culture? 
-Name tag activity 
- Super Bowl & Ground Hog Day 

 
Week 2 

 
2/4-2/7 
 

-Super Bowl Review 
-Stereotypes & misunderstandings 

 
Week 3 

 
2/11-2/15 

-Valentine’s Day 
-Gift Giving 

 
Week 4 

 
 
2/18-2/22 

- Mr. Baseball 
-Cross cultural expectations & behavior 

 
 
Week 5 

 
 
2/25-3/1 

-Presentations Start 

 
 
Week 6 

 
 
3/3-3/8 

-Presentations Continue  

 
 
Week 7 

 
 
3/11-3/15 

-Presentations End 
-Cross Cultural Pot Luck Party!! 

 
Grading Policies 
Your instructor will determine your evaluation based on your performance and achievement in this class. Please note that 
students wanting to advance to the next course level need to demonstrate above-average performance in their current 
class.  Above-average performance means achieving a grade of ‘B’ or higher in the course.  
 
Student Responsibilities 
ALCI expects that students will behave in a professional and respectful manner while in the classroom and during any 
interaction with Instructors and other students.  Here are a few specific policies I would like each student to respect while 
in my course: 
 
 Read and understand course syllabus. 
 Prior to class, please make sure you have read the material from each assigned readings. 
 Academic Honesty: Cheating of any kind is an unacceptable behavior and will not be tolerated.  

Do your own work. Do not collaborate with others on assignments unless it is specifically allowed.  
 Unless otherwise noted, all work submitted to me needs to be typed (double-spaced) and stapled.  

Make sure you follow instructions and proofread assignments.   
 Arrive to class on time. 



 

 
 

 Do not be disruptive during class.  No reading the newspaper during class.  No chit-chat about non-course related 
topics. 

 No NEDs (Noise Emitting Devices, e.g., cell phones, pagers, mp3 players). Please place your NEDs on vibrate or turn 
them off during class.  

 Instructor permission is required prior to using a lap top in class. A lap top computer used in class should be employed 
strictly for class related activities. 

 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating of any kind is an unacceptable behavior and will not be tolerated. Some of the more common types of academic 
dishonesty relate to the following:  
 Plagiarism - Do not use published and/or unpublished material without acknowledging the source. 
 Cheating on assignments or projects – Do not collaborate with other students unless it is specifically stated by the 

instructor that working with others is allowed (e.g., a team project).   
 Cheating on exams – Do not acquire from, or give information to, other students about exams. Do not use materials or 

resources during exams that are not expressly permitted by the instructor. 
 
Penalties for cheating and plagiarism may range from an F on a particular assignment, an F for the course, to expulsion 
from the university. Violators of the University's Codes on Academic Honesty will be referred to the Office of Student 
Judicial Affairs for hearings, and will automatically receive an "F" for the course if found guilty. See 
http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd/integrity.shtml for additional information.] 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Students with a verified learning disability can take a proctored exam at Disability Support Services (DSS). Upon 
identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with verified disabilities will receive reasonable 
accommodation for learning and evaluation (e.g., exams). Please make sure to get the instructor the signature form well in 
advance of an exam. For more information, contact Disability Support Services at 898-5959, or 
http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/] 
 
 
 

http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd/integrity.shtml
http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/
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