
EDSL 610:  Foreign/Second Language Teaching Methods

Text-Based Lesson Plan (Story-based teaching)

Teachers Name: Amanda Abrahams

Subject / Level: French/University Level First Semester 

Standards / Frameworks Addressed: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 5.2

Les saisons

Lesson objective (s):  
• Students will be able to identify vocabulary related to seasons
• Students will be able to recognize the style used and pick out  adjectives: words that are 

descriptive of the imagery.
• Students will be able to recreate a stanza using similar style to Rimbaud picking their favorite 

season, giving at least three reasons why that season is their favorite. 

Multiple Intelligences:
Verbal Linguistic: The grammar exercise that distinguishes the feminine and masculine accords 
is  pushing the student to learn how to acquire a skill that is necessary and useful to speak the 
French language. The grammar focus is what allows the student to exercise his/her verbal 
linguistic intelligence. 

Logical Mathematical and Interpersonal: By working with a partner in having them discuss 
what happened before or after the poem, the student is going to practice his/her interpersonal 
skills. Working with someone else and bouncing off of that energy will hopefully help  the 
student reach a logical approach guessing what happened before and after the poem. 

Visual Spatial  and Bodily Kinesthetic: This intelligence is exposed when the students are to 
draw a comic strip sequencing at least 3 important moments in the poem. The intelligence from 
the previous activity where they were to predict what happened before and after the poem is also 
used in this activity  because they  are to draw what happened. If a student is feeling 
uncomfortable or insecure about his/her predictions in the written format, this a possible outlet 
for a more comfortable approach to the poem. 

Musical Rhythmic and Interpersonal: By encouraging students to go out and find a song that 
gives them the same feeling they get when reading the poem, it is searching for another angle to 
connect with the text. There is no wrong or right answer because this is how the student feels so 
there is little to no pressure, and their creativity can stem without consequences, this is a low risk 
activity and allows them to really connect with the material. 



Setting the stage: (5-10 minutes) 
1. As students walk in, there will be various photos on the board: a spider, a blue cushion, a 

photo of a cabin in the woods. 
2. Write directions on the board: “Essayez de connecter les photos.” Have the class brainstorm 

for 3-4 minutes. 

Comprehensible Input: (10 minutes)
1. Read the poem aloud to the students twice. Have student write down as much information as 

they can. This will help with their listening and writing skills.
2. Grammar activity: Pull up the poem on the board.

a. Have the class notice the feminine and masculine accords, make the distinction between 
the two, and find the nouns and make the connections with the words around them. 
Example: 
i. Activity:

Identify the nouns and notice the words around them. Have students shout them out 
and instructor writes them on the board. After a few words have been called, pull up 
this list on the board: 

(un) petit wagon
(des) coussins bleus
coin moelleux
monstruosites hargneuses
demons noirs
loups noirs
petit baiser

 What are the bolded words? What are the italicized words? 

Guided Practice: (10 minutes) 
1. Introduce the partitive and definite/indefinite articles.
2. Explain to the students that the definite article is used with nouns in a general sense. The 

partitive is used with an undetermined quantity of a non countable item.
3. Pull up the following examples:

 le cou

 la joue

 de baisers

 des coussins bleus



Application / Extension: (15 minutes)
1. Talk with your partner about what might have happened before the poem started and right 

after. Why did you come up  with this? What influenced your reasoning? What words or 
phrases led you to this conclusion? 

2. Draw a comic strip sequencing at least 3 important moments in the poem. Why  did you pick 
those specific spots? Include your predictions in the comic strip for a total of 5 cartoons. Get 
into groups of 4 or 5 and act out 3 of your drawings in a tableau vivante.

Assessment / Evaluation: (10 minutes)
1. Doing your own personal research, try to find a song that gives you the same feeling you get 

when reading the poem.
2. Remind the students that there is no right or wrong answer but that they will get a bad grade if 

they don’t turn anything in. This is an opportunity to connect with the text. 

Materials: Smart classroom, cartoon strip paper, markers, white board,  



Appendix A:

Poeme

Rêvé pour l'hiver
L'hiver, nous irons dans un petit wagon rose
Avec des coussins bleus.
Nous serons bien. Un nid de baisers fous repose
Dans chaque coin moelleux.

Tu fermeras l'oeil, pour ne point voir, par la glace,
Grimacer les ombres des soirs,
Ces monstruosités hargneuses, populace
De démons noirs et de loups noirs.

Puis tu te sentiras la joue égratignée...
Un petit baiser, comme une folle araignée,
Te courra par le cou...

Et tu me diras : " Cherche ! " en inclinant la tête,
- Et nous prendrons du temps à trouver cette bête
- Qui voyage beaucoup...

-Arthur Rimbaud

Sources:

http://poesie.webnet.fr/lesgrandsclassiques/poemes/arthur_rimbaud/reve_pour_l_hiver.html

http://poesie.webnet.fr/lesgrandsclassiques/poemes/arthur_rimbaud/reve_pour_l_hiver.html
http://poesie.webnet.fr/lesgrandsclassiques/poemes/arthur_rimbaud/reve_pour_l_hiver.html

