
CSU, Chico • School of Education
The CSU, Chico School of Education aspires to be a recognized leader in 
preparing professional educators to meet the needs of a diverse society 

through innovation, collaboration and service.
EFFECTIVE • REFLECTIVE • ENGAGED

EDSL 635• Research in Second Language Teaching and Learning• 
SPRING 2013

Instructor: Lisa Buschmann
Office location: To be assigned and virtual
Telephone: (530) 933-5933
E-mail: lbuschmann@csuchico.edu
Office hours: Wednesday 3-4pm
Class days and times: Wednesday, 4-6:50
Classroom: Modoc 118
Prerequisites:

Course Usage of Blackboard Learn
Copies of the course syllabus and major assignments may be found on Bb 
Learn.  You are responsible for regularly checking the online resources, 
which is accessed through the Chico State Portal at http://
portal.csuchico.edu. 

Course Description and Goals
Course Rationale:
Highly accomplished teaching practice is characterized by the capacity to 
link theory, research and practice directly.  This behavior enables 
professionals to use their knowledge and skills to transform curriculum, 
instruction and assessment practices for the benefit of language learners.  
It also facilitates effective utilization of an ever-expanding knowledge 
base in support of high-quality instructional programs. This course is 
specially designed for teachers and instructors in English as a Second 
Language, English as a Foreign Language, English language development 
and foreign languages.   

This emphasis in this course is on (a) research in foreign/second 
language education; (b) professional writing (e.g., proposal, literature 
review, portfolio, and research report); (c) classroom inquiry; and (d) 
reflective professional practice.  Theory, research and practice are 
integrated in experiences that contribute meaningfully to students’ 

http://portal.csuchico.edu
http://portal.csuchico.edu
http://portal.csuchico.edu
http://portal.csuchico.edu


development academically and professionally.  The development of a 
professional portfolio offers students an opportunity to reflect upon their 
achieved competence in relation to professional standards.  More 
specifically, the course encompasses:

• Researching second language classrooms
 —Qualitative and quantitative approaches to research on language 
acquisition, second language teaching and learning in second language 
classrooms
 —Critical evaluation of research
 —Research in foreign/second language teaching and learning

• Professional writing
  —Review of the literature
  —Proposal writing
  —Professional portfolio (e.g., executive summary, teaching philosophy, 
resume)

• Classroom Inquiry
   —Teacher as researcher
   —Classroom-inquiry processes and techniques

•  Reflective professional practice
  —Reflective perspective
  —Professional portfolio (e.g., professional standards)
  —Presentation skills (oral and written)  

Student Learning Objectives

1. Candidates will be able to examine research in foreign/second 
language classrooms in different contexts from multiple 
perspectives. 

2. Candidates will be able to identify approaches to researching 
foreign/second language classrooms that include action, survey, 
introspective (verbal report and diary studies), case study, 
ethnographic, oral discourse (interaction analysis and discourse 
analysis), written discourse (text analysis and contrastive rhetoric), 
correlational, and experimental research. 

3. Candidates will be able to critically analyze and evaluate research 
studies on foreign/second language teaching and learning.



4. Candidates will be able to explore the application of research 
techniques in addressing practitioner’s questions through 
classroom inquiry.  

5. Assess the implications of theory and research for learning and 
teaching in foreign/ second language classrooms.

6. Candidates will be able to write a review of the literature related to 
teaching and learning in a foreign/second language classroom.

7. Candidates will develop a professional portfolio, highlighting 
professional growth and achievement in accordance with 
professional teaching standards.

8. Candidates will develop a proposal for Master’s thesis or project if 
they are in the MA in Teaching International Languages or they will 
prepare a research proposal for a classroom inquiry project if they 
are in the Graduate TESOL Certificate Program or taking the 
Comprehensive Exam.

Required Texts/Readings 

Textbooks (online anywhere or at CSUC Wildcat Store)
Required: 

Author, (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological 
Association, 6th ed. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological 
Association. This is the style manual for education. Some great 
alternatives to the physical book exist including abbreviated 
publications by the APA and their associated website at http://
apastyle.apa.org/.

Gall, M.D., Gall, J.P., Borg, W. (2010) Applying educational research. 
Boston, MA: Pearson, ISBN: 978-0-205-59670-6

Machi, L. A. & McEvoy, B. T. (2012). The literature review: Six steps to 
success. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, ISBN: 978-1-4129-6135-6.

McKay, S. (2010). Researching second language classrooms. Mahwa, NJ: 
Lawerence Erlbaum, ISBN: 978-0-8650-5340-7

Suggested but not required:

http://apastyle.apa.org/
http://apastyle.apa.org/
http://apastyle.apa.org/
http://apastyle.apa.org/


Gass, S. & Mackey, A.  (2011).  Data Elicitation for Second and Foreign 
Language Research.  New York:  Routledge.

Mackey, A & Gass, S.  (2011).  Second Language Research: Methodology 
and Design.  New York: Routledge.

Useful Online Resources:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/06/

http://library.acadiau.ca/tutorials/plagiarism/

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/literature_review.html
http://library.ucsc.edu/ref/howto/literaturereview.html
http://mantis.csuchico.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/
login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=ED469963&site=ehost-live

http://mantis.csuchico.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/
login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=ED451281&site=ehost-live

Other equipment requirements
Computer for accessing Bb Learn

Classroom Protocol
In selecting and organizing course content and activities, an effort has 
been made to balance research with practice and classroom applications.  
This is reflected in classroom discussions, assignments, projects, 
presentations, reflections, and readings.  Each student is expected to do 
the following:

a.  Attend and actively participate in all discussions and activities.  You 
are expected to participate in all class activities and discussions, 
and to come to class thoroughly prepared, meaning that you: (1) 
have all materials needed for the class, discussion group, or test 
before entering the classroom (2) have read the reading 
assignments sufficiently to discuss ideas in them, relate current 
information to previous content covered in the course, and apply 
the information to problem situations and (3) are able to formulate 
questions to ask guest presenters and to pose for the discussions.

b.  Attendance will be taken.  More than one absence is considered 
excessive and will result in lowering of the final grade.  Two 
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absences may result in no credit.  (Refer to the School of Education 
attendance policy.)  Additional assignments may be required to 
make up for absences. Students must contact the instructor in case 
of illness or emergencies that preclude attending class sessions or 
taking quizzes as scheduled. Messages can be emailed at any time 
of the day or night prior to class: lbuschmann@csuchico.edu.

c.  Read and discuss assigned readings according to schedule.

d.  Read, critique and present a research study; complete and present 
a classroom inquiry project; develop and present a professional 
portfolio. 

e.  Complete all assignments, projects, and exam according to the 
schedule.

General Note:
Late work: Specific information, suggestions and examples regarding 
presentations, assignments, and exams will be provided in class.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to complete all requirements on or before the 
due date given, and to contact the instructor as soon as possible if 
problems arise.  Late work will not receive full credit unless prior 
arrangements have been made.  In the event that changes in the syllabus 
are required, the instructor will inform students accordingly.  No work 
will be accepted after the last night of class (final’s night).

Editing: Your written work must represent your best attempt to write with 
a professional voice for a professional audience. If you need an editor, 
please make sure you have your work properly edited before handing it 
in. Your professor will respond to content and form but correctness 
especially at the sentence level must be monitored by you, the writer, 
before you have submitted it. See resources in Bb Learn in folder entitled, 
Editing Services.

Revision of Work: The work you hand in will be graded with the 
understanding that you are submitting work that demonstrates your best 
understanding of the requirements of the assignment. Unless otherwise 
noted, multiple revisions will not be accepted in this course. 

Citations and Referencing: Ideas and text drawn directly from readings 
and other sources must be appropriately cited and referenced (APA style) 
in all written assignments and exams in accordance with University 
guidelines.  Failure to do so may constitute plagiarism (refer to the 
University catalog for further clarification).  If there is evidence of 



involvement in any form of academic dishonesty, you will receive an “F” 
grade for the course, and a report will be provided to Student Judicial 
Affairs for further action.

Incompletes: Requests for incompletes will be honored on an individual 
basis for compelling reasons only.  A student unable to finish at least 
60-70% of the course work is advised to withdraw from the course as 
soon as it becomes evident that all requirements will not be completed.  
A student must have a passing grade at the time an incomplete is 
requested; incompletes are not granted simply because a student is 
unable or unwilling to keep pace with course requirements.  Incompletes 
are assigned at the instructor’s discretion, and students may or may not 
qualify.  If an incomplete is granted, the student is to complete all 
remaining course work the following semester, if at all possible. 

Human Subjects: Be advised that students must adhere to all university 
and institutional (school, community college, and university) 
requirements in completing any assignment involving human subjects 
(e.g., assessment practices, test evaluation, etc.).  This includes making it 
clear to administrators, teachers, students, parents or other individuals 
that they work with that their participation is strictly voluntary.  Make 
sure that you indicate that the assignment is part of a university class and 
that information will only be reported within the course.  Observe all 
policies and procedures at school, college and university sites, and in 
reporting information orally and in writing.  Let the instructor know if you 
have any questions.  Use the oral consent form with consultants over 18 
years of age.

Dropping and Adding
Three weeks prior to the first day of the fall and spring semesters, Open 
Registration begins and allows all eligible students who have paid fees 
access to add or drop courses through the end of the second week of 
classes.  See Catalogue description for more information: http://
catalog.csuchico.edu/viewer/11/STUDRECREG.html

Assignments and Grading Policy

1. Class participation and presentations, attendance, professional 
conduct (10 points). Attendance and engagement at every session 
is fundamental to creating a positive class culture and is required.  
Absences and consistent late arrival will affect your grade: 5 points 
per absence. Discussion Posts and online participation if required 
may also constitute class participation.



2. Research Topic and Question(s), Seven Studies, Organize in a 
table, List of  their references (APA style). (10 points)

3. Methodology Presentation (10 points)

4. Analysis of a Research Article (20 points)

5. Literature Review (Chapter 2) (30 Points)

6.  Research Proposal  (20 points)

7. Portfolio (Credit/No Credit)
 

Course Grading & Evaluation:
See Course Requirements and Writing Rubrics
100-90 points    = A
89-80 points     = B
79-71 points     = C
70 or below points  = No Credit
(You may be asked to resubmit work that does not meet a C or above)

If you have a documented disability that may require reasonable 
accommodation, please contact Disability Support Services (DSS) for 
coordination of your academic accommodations.  DSS is located in 
building E, adjacent to Merriam Library and Bell Memorial Union (BMU).  
The DSS phone number is 898-5959 V/TDD or Fax 898-4411.  Visit the 
DSS Web site at http://www.csuchico.edu/dss.

University Policies and Campus Resources

Academic integrity
Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Academic 
Integrity Policy. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your 
enrollment at California State University, Chico, and the University’s 
Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic 
course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the 
Office of Student Judicial Affairs. The policy on academic integrity and 
other resources related to student conduct can be found at: http://
www.csuchico.edu/sjd/integrity.shtml.

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability 
or chronic illness, or if you need to make special arrangements in case 
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the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as 
soon as possible, or see me during office hours.  Please also contact the 
Accessibility Resource Center as they are the designated department 
responsible for approving and coordinating reasonable accommodations 
and services for students with disabilities. They will help you understand 
your rights and responsibilities under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
and provide you further assistance with requesting and arranging 
accommodations. The Accessibility Resource Center is located in Student 
Services Center 170 or can be reached at 530-898-5959.  http://
www.csuchico.edu/arc 
Special accommodations for exams require ample notice to the testing 
office and must be submitted to the instructor well in advance of the 
exam date.

IT Support Services (Optional)
Computer labs for student use are located on the first and fourth floor of 
the Meriam Library, Room 116 and 450, Tehama Hall Room 131, and the 
Bell Memorial Union (BMU) basement. You can get help using your 
computer from IT Support Services; contact them through their website, 
http://www.csuchico.edu/itss. Additional labs may be available to 
students in your department or college. 

Student Services (Optional)
Student services are designed to assist students in the development of 
their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-
directed learners. Students can find support for services such as skills 
assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning 
assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. 
Student services information can be found at: http://www.csuchico.edu/
current-students.

Student Learning Center (Optional)
The mission of the Student Learning Center (SLC) is to provide services 
that will assist CSU, Chico students to become independent learners. The 
SLC prepares and supports students in their college course work by 
offering a variety of programs and resources to meet student needs. The 
SLC facilitates the academic transition and retention of students from 
high schools and community colleges by providing study strategy 
information, content subject tutoring, and supplemental instruction. The 
SLC is online at http://www.csuchico.edu/slc. The University Writing 
Center has been combined with the Student Learning Center.
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