
California State University--Chico 
Department of English 

ESL 478-01 
LINGUISTIC APPROACHES TO READING 

Fall 2011
Location: PAC 210
Time: T TH 3:30-4:45 
Instructor: Dr. Margaret A. DuFon 
Office: Taylor 218 
Telephone: 898-6151
E-mail: Use Web Vista e-mail box for all class related messages
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 4:45-5:30, Thursdays: 2:00-3:15, Wednesdays 1:00-3:00 or by 

appointment 

If you think you are experiencing any difficulty with the course, please do come to my 
office to discuss the problem so that we can resolve it.  Do not wait until the end of the 
semester when your problem is out of control and there is little time left to do anything 
about it.  Come and GET HELP EARLY. 

Required Readings
The textbook for this course are:

Dimensions of Literacy (Third Edition) by Stephen B. Kucer (2009)

English L2 Reading: Getting to the Bottom  (Second Edition) by Barbara M. Birch (2006).

Teaching Reading to Black Adolescent Males  [TRTAM] by Alfred Tatum (2005)

You Gotta BE the Book [YGBTB] by Jeffrey Wilhelm, second edition. (2008).

CSU-Chico Catalog Description
Prerequisite: ENGL 371

An examination of recent psycholinguistic theory and research in the field of reading 
as a language process providing practical experience in reading instruction.  

Course Description
In this course, we will explore theories of reading, and pedagogical approaches to 

reading instruction from a variety of viewpoints including cognitive, linguistic, sociocultural 
and developmental, giving special attention to the role of linguistics in reading but not 
limiting ourselves to that.  Additionally, we will work with a developing and/or reluctant 
reader to observe their struggles in learning to read and to gain experience in helping 
others learn to read.  
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Required Assignments
All written assignments should be typed in Comic Sans font size 11 with 1.5 line 
spacing. Papers that use the wrong font will be returned without grading for 
reprinting in the proper font. All should be approximately within the page limitations.  
Fewer than the required number of pages typically does not include sufficient detail.  
More than the required number typically includes too much detail.  If you go more 
than half a page past the limitation, I will stop reading if and when you surpass the 
page limitation.

Homework, Quizzes, and Class Participation (25%)
Your class participation grade will depend on your performance in several areas: completion of 
smaller written homework assignments that will be given in addition to the major assignments 
described in the syllabus, scores on pop quizzes and your participation during class discussions 
both in small groups and the larger class. The quizzes will be given at the beginning of the class 
period on the reading assignment due that day. These quizzes CANNOT be made-up. If you are 
absent or tardy and miss the quiz, you will receive a zero for that particular quiz. I expect a 
high degree of involvement in this class from each and every student each and every class 
day.  Both the quantity and the quality of your written work and oral contributions as well as 
what you display in terms of your attitude toward the class, your classmates and your 
instructor will be taken into account in determining your grade.  Just showing up and being 
present will count for something.  However, in order to do well in class participation, you should 
make contributions in the whole class and/or in small group work that reflect that you have 
done the readings and reflected upon them, raised questions about them, and connected them 
to your experience in so far as is possible. Students who are consistently not prepared, have 
not done the readings in advance, do poorly on the quizzes and are unable to participate in 
discussions will receive a very low grade (D or F) in class participation.  

Reading Tutoring Journal (20%)
Reading Tutoring Journal: You are to work as a reading tutor with a student of any age 

for one hour per week for a total of 10 weeks during the semester.  You should choose to 
work with someone for whom reading is a challenge rather than with someone who is 
already a successful reader.  Or if you work with someone who is generally a successful 
reader, work with them on a text that is challenging to them.  You must write weekly 
reports beginning in Week 3 of the semester on your tutoring experience.  The report 
should be roughly one page typed (in Comic Sans font size 11, 1.5 line spacing) per week.  
Each week's report should follow the previous report and be neatly organized 
together in the same folder or stapled together. Loose sheets of paper will not be 
accepted. Each week, list the date, time started and time finished.

The first time, you should conduct an assessment.  You may do this by interviewing, 
observation, or a combination of the two, depending on what is appropriate for your 
reading tutee. 
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In your first report, you should introduce your student to me in the report, describing 
them briefly as a person (age, gender, place of origin, etc.) and as a reader (attitudes 
toward reading, difficulties in reading, etc.), based on your assessment.  

In subsequent weeks’ reports, you should describe what you did and why you did it, 
evaluate how you thought it went and explicitly relate your experience to the readings 
and class discussion.  Relating your practical experience to the course content is worth 
one third of the grade for this assignment. 

Following the report for the 10th week, you should write approximately 2 pages 
reflecting on your tutoring experience as a whole.  To guide you in this reflection, you 
might ask questions such as the following:

 What was my general approach to the teaching of reading?
 How was my teaching guided by theory?
 How did my tutoring experience shape my subjective theory about the teaching 

of reading?
 What knowledge and/or skills  have I gained about myself as a tutor or teacher?
 In what ways, if any, have I changed as a result of this experience?
 What are my strengths as a reading tutor?
 What are the areas that I would like to develop next?

Reports should be written weekly.  The sooner you write the report after your session 
with the person, the fresher the details will be and hence the richer and more accurate 
the report and hence the higher the grade. Reports will be turned in three times during 
the semester: on September 20th, October 11th and November 10th.  The first two 
times, I will give you a tentative grade based on your current performance, and feedback 
to let you know if you are on the right track and how you might improve your grade.  The 
third time, I will give you a final grade. After that point, there will be no more revisions 
for grade improvement.  Each time the reports are turned in, ALL reports from the 
beginning to the current week should be turned in.  If you do not turn in ALL reports 
each time, I will simply turn your reports back to you without reading them or commenting 
on them.

Lesson Plan Paper: Due December 1, 2001.  4-5 pages (10%).

The Lesson Plan assignment will consist of a written lesson plan.  It will include the 
following components: 

a. A statement of your theory regarding the teaching of reading.  Your own 
theory will be based on your experience in learning to read and teaching others 
to read, but should also be grounded in current research findings.  You should 
cite some of the empirical research that supports your theory including 
quotations for this part. (10%)

b. A brief description of the (hypothetical) class you will be teaching including the 
type of class (English Literature, history, science, etc.) grade level, number of 
students, the number of reluctant readers (there must be at least five) and the 
nature of their reading difficulties, (10%)
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c. A description of the literary work or non-fiction piece that you will be 
focusing on and your purpose in using this text.  Your description of the reading 
may include some background information on the text and its author (if 
appropriate).  Also briefly state what you have covered so far with respect to 
the literary work, genre or topic under consideration and where you intend this 
particular lesson to lead you (10%)

d. Also, in the appendix include a copy of the reading passage you intend to teach 
(If a poem or short text, include the whole thing; if a novel, a lengthy chapter 
or story, include those pages that you will be focusing on in your lesson). (20%)

e. State the goals you hope for your students to achieve during this particular 
lesson in terms of both the content you expect them to learn and what you 
expect them to learn with respect to reading.  (5%)

f. The materials you will use to teach (5%) 

g. The activity you will use and the steps or procedures you will follow in carrying 
out that activity.  Also include information on any adaptations you will make for 
your reluctant readers (10%)

h. How you will assess your students’ ability to comprehend the text, that is, what 
procedures and materials will you use to assess their performance (10%)

i. The rationale behind the decisions you have made (Here you are encouraged to 
cite from the books we have read in class).  You may either write the rationale 
as a separate section at the end or integrate it into the paper at the points you 
describe the decisions you made (20%)

Examinations (10% each; 40% total)
Four examinations will be given.  The midterm exam dates are: Thursday, September 
15th, Tuesday, October 18, 2011, Tuesday, November 15th. The final exam will be 
given during finals week at the scheduled examination time, which is earlier than our 
normal class time: Thursday, December 15, from 2:00 to 3:50. 

Grading
Grades will be calculated as follows: 

Homework, Quizzes & Class Participation 25%
Reading Tutoring Journal 25%
Lesson Plan Assignment 10%
4 Examinations (10% each) 40%
Total 100%
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Classroom Policies
Etiquette
You are expected to arrive in class by the time class begins and stay in the room until the 
end.  Please be sure to use the rest room, take your refreshments, and handle all phone 
calls before class begins or after it ends.  Do not feel free to leave and enter the 
classroom during the class period for such purposes.  Be sure that cell phones are off 
before entering the classroom and remain off during the class.  Failure to observe these 
classroom guidelines not only shows a lack of respect toward me and your classmates; it is 
also rude and a sign that you lack basic common courtesy.  

Academic Misconduct
You are encouraged to collaborate and study together; however, each student is expected 
to do his or her own work.  A student who is caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a 
grade of zero for the assignment or exam, and if considered blatant cheating may receive 
an F in the course and be reported to the judicial affairs committee at the instructor’s 
discretion; that is, the student may be subject to further disciplinary measures as 
specified by the university code.  Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, 
copying another person’s work, paying another to do your work for you, providing another 
student with work that s/he has not done to present as her/his own, etc.  Plagiarism 
includes copying five or more words in a row without using quotation marks and failing to 
cite the source including author(s), date, and page number for words or ideas.  If you have 
any doubts about whether something is cheating or not, consult me.  

Attendance and Participation
Your presence in the class is expected. Presence means more than sitting in your seat in 
the assigned classroom. It means being present to or attending to the reading, discussion, 
etc. that is occurring. Anyone who uses class time to text, do homework, daydream, or 
engage in other non-class activities will be counted absent. You will be permitted to be 
absent for four classes without penalty.  However, the fifth absence and every absence 
after that for whatever reason will result in lowering your final course letter grade by one 
step (e.g. a grade of C+ would become a C). Therefore you should think seriously before 
deciding to miss a class. Do not use up your absences early in the semester if you do not 
need to. That way, if you get ill toward the end, you will still be able to miss classes 
without a penalty to your grade.  Furthermore if you are excessively late or leave early, 
you will be counted as absent for part of the class. This applies whether you are very late 
one time or a few minutes late frequently.  

Tentative Schedule of Classes
WEEK DATE READING ASSIGNMENT 

To be completed before class
TOPIC

1 08/23/11 Introduction to Course 
Review Syllabus
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08/25/11 YGBTB, Introduction, Ch. 1 Reading Successes & Failures
Reader Response Theory

2 08/30/11 YGBTB, Ch. 2 Skilled & Valid Reading 
Literacy at home and at school

09/01/11 YGBTB, Ch. 3 Dimensions of Reader Response
3 09/06/11 YGBTB, Chapter 4 Visualizing: Using Drama

09/08/11 YGBTB, Chapter 5 Visualizing: Using Art etc.
4 09/13/11 YGBTB, Chapter 6 Role of the Teacher

09/15/11 Exam #1
5 09/20/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 1 & 2

Tutoring Journals 1-3 due
Multidimensional View of Reading & 
Writing; The Nature of Language

09/22/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 3 Oral & Written Language 
Relationships

6 09/27/11 English L2 Reading, Chapter 1 Reading & English Language Learners
09/29/11 English L2 Reading, Chapters 2 & 3Writing Systems & L2 Reading

7 10/04/11 English L2 Reading, Chapter 4 Word Recognition: Listening Skills

10/06/11 English L2 Reading, Chapters 5&6, 
Appendix A

Word Recognition: Letters & English 
Spelling

8 10/11/11 English L2 Reading, Chapter 7 &8
Tutoring Journals 1-6 due

Approaches to Phonics Instruction
English Morph-phonemic Writing

10/13/11 English L2 Reading, Chapter 9 & 10 Vocabulary
9 10/18/11 Exam #2

10/20/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 4 Language Variation & Reading
10 10/25/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 5 Constructive Nature of Perception

10/27/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 6 Reading Process
11 11/01/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 7 Understanding Written Discourse

11/03/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 9 Understanding Literacy as Social 
Practice

12 11/08/11 Dimensions of Literacy, Ch. 10 Authority of Written Discourse

11/10/11
Dimensions of Literacy, Ch.12
Tutoring Journals 1-10 + 
Reflections due

Reading & Writing Instruction

13 11/15/11 EXAM #3
11/17/11 TRTBAM, Ch. 1-3 Problems

14 11/21-25/11 THANKSGIVING BREAK: NO CLASSTHANKSGIVING BREAK: NO CLASS
15 11/29/11 TRTBAM, Ch. 4-5 Literacy Curriculum & Instruction

12/01/11 TRTBAM, Ch. 6-7
Lesson Plan paper due

Culture & Instruction

WEEK DATE READING ASSIGNMENT 
To be completed before class

TOPIC
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16 12/06/11 TRTBAM, Ch. 8 -9 Texts & Assessment

12/08/11 TRTBAM, Ch. 10-11 Professionalism & Inquiry
17 12/15/11 Thursday, 2:00-3:50 PM Final Examination 
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