
Reading 5 Lesson Plan
Reading Strategies

Effective Instructional Sequence

Instructor’s Name: Amanda Abrahams

Subject/Level: ESL/ALCI Reading 5

Lesson Objectives 
• Students will able to practice identifying the main idea of a short story.
• Students will be able to write to a summary in class.
• Students will work in groups to come to a consensus on the main idea of their short story.

Setting the Stage (5-10 minutes)
1. After students have finished their quiz1, introduce myself and tell them that I will be teaching 

the class today. We are going to be talking about reading strategies to make it easier for you 
when you are reading in English.

2. Go over the “Self-Evaluation of Reading Strategies” with the class, read the “Strategies” and 
with a show of hands, ask the students to show me if they did or did not use each strategy with 
the reading, “My Husband the Outsider”, “Switched at Birth”, and “Unwelcome in 
Chinatown.”

3. When we get to “I summarize in my own words”, ask who has used this strategy with a show 
of hands, read off the rest but come back to the summary strategy. 

Comprehensible Input (10 minutes) 
1. Ask students what it means to summarize?
2. Have you ever summarized something? 
 a. Has anyone seen a good movie lately? What was it about? If students have difficulty 
 with movie titles, bring some up (Django)
b. When you watch a movie, how long does it take you tell your friends what the movie  was 

about? Does it take you 2 hours to tell them or 2 minutes?
c. Elicit conversation about summaries by writing on the board
 SUMMARY

 *In your own words (ask the class what this means)
 *Always shorter than the reading (again, 2 minutes, not 2 hours)
 *Main idea (what is it really telling you? What was the most important part?)

Guided Practice (15 minutes) 
1. Have the students get in groups of 4-5 (probably 4)

1 Chris will be giving the quiz at the beginning of class and then I will start teaching afterwards. 



2. Distribute the readings: Two Happy Men, Hold On Joe, The Power of Love, The Cheap 
Apartment, The Man in the Blue Car, The Kind Waitress, Buried Alive. (There is one extra just 
in case-4 copies of each story)

3. Ask the students to work on an oral summary first. Have them work together to decide on the 
main idea of the story. Walk around and check for understanding, if the students are on the 
right path. 

4. Have one person from each group come to the board and write their main idea (one sentence) 
on the board. After each group has sent a person from their group up, have that group read 
their main idea.

5. Go over the main idea with everyone as a class to make sure we are all on the same page. 
6. Have the students get back in their groups and write 2-3 major details and then discuss to find 

out what supports the main idea. 
7. Have students write a 4-6 sentence summary for homework on the back of their stories. 

Assessment/Evaluation (5 minutes) 
1. Evaluation is done during their group work, checking to see if the students are grasping the 

concept of summarizing.
2. Participation in class, students’ understanding of vocabulary and material in class. Assessment 

is periodically done throughout the lesson.


