
 
 

 

 

American Language & Culture Institute 
Syllabus for Reading 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Description:  Learning Goals and Exit Proficiencies 
Welcome to Reading 5.  This course will focus on critical and analytical thinking skills related to the course readings.  
Students will read a short novel or a collection of short stories and be expected to synthesize and summarize materials.  
 
Exit proficiencies.  To pass this level, students must be able to: 

 Read and interpret various types of written materials 
 Synthesize readings using inferences, other strategies, and learned experiences 
 Use context clues and etymology to guess the meaning of new vocabulary in preparation for essay exams 
 Understand logical transitions 
 Distinguish main ideas and supporting details 
 Understand an author’s particular method of organization and argument 

 
Textbook and Other Required Resources 
Required: Topics for Today 5: Reading for Today 4th edition 
Pens, pencils, paper, highlighter, blue book   Teacher Handouts 
A small Green Book for journals (on Tuesdays) Bilingual, collegiate level dictionary of your choice 
 
Add/Drop Policy 
To request a level or elective change, please do the following: 

1. Fill out a level change form. 
2. See the ALCI Director.  You must bring your completed Change Request form. 
3. You must attend your currently listed class unless your level/elective is officially changed. 
4. No/level/elective changes will be made after the first week of classes. 

 
Exams 
There will be a few quizzes and a couple of exams in this class. 
 
Class Attendance and Participation 
It is very important that you attend classes to maintain your student visa status.  You are required to have 90% attendance 
in this program, though 100% is recommended.  There are NO excused absences.  This means that if you miss two 
classes, your grade will be lowered.  If you are late 20 minutes or more for any class, it counts as an absence.  If you are 
late to class, it will affect your grade. Three tardies equals one absence (3=1). 
 
5%  Attendance              See policy above 
5%  Participation To answer and ask questions, work in pairs or as a group, and contribute to class debates and 

discussions. 
40%  Coursework Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class; no late work is accepted. 
50%  Exams Quizzes, a mid-term, final.  No make ups on any. 
 

Instructor Contact Information 
 

Course Information 

Instructor:   Chris Brands Session: Spring 2  2013 
 

  
   

Email address: cbrands@csuchico.edu Dates:  April 3- May 17, 2013    
ALCI 898-6821 
Direct: 898-5788 

Class day/time: 10:00-11:15am 
Classroom building/room number: MLIB 161 
 



 
 

 

 

 
Grading Policies 
Your instructor will determine your evaluation based on your performance and achievement in this class. Please note that 
students wanting to advance to the next course level need to demonstrate above-average performance in their current 
class.  Above-average performance means achieving a grade of ‘B’ or higher in the course.  
 
Schedule: This is a list of what we will do in the next seven weeks. This schedule is subject to change. 
 
Week Date Objectives 
  
Week 1 

 
4/2-4/5 

Syllabus review- Reading Strategies 
Preliminary assessment (Responsibility reading) 
 
 

 
Week 2 

 
4/8-4/12 
 
 

Triplet reading (main idea & details) 
Chapter 5: Switched at Birth 
Vocab Quiz #1 
Journal #1 Due 

 
Week 3 

 
4/15-4/19 

Practice Annotating 
Journal #2 Due 
 

 
 
Week 4 

 
 
4/22-4/26 

New Vocabulary in Context (prefix/suffix) 
Chapter 2: My Husband the Outsider 
Annotating/main idea & details quiz 
Journal #3 Due 

 
 
Week 5 

 
 
4/29-5/3 

Summarizing/ Paraphrasing 
Vocab Quiz #2 
Journal #4 Due 

 
 
Week 6 

 
 
5/6-5/10 

Inference  
Chapter 6: Are Gifted Children Born or Made? 
Journal #5 Due 

 
 
Week 7 

 
 
5/13-5/17 

Review 
Final exam 

 
Student Responsibilities 
ALCI expects that students will behave in a professional and respectful manner while in the classroom and during any 
interaction with Instructors and other students.  Here are a few specific policies I would like each student to respect while 
in my course: 
 
 Read and understand course syllabus. 
 Prior to class, please make sure you have read the material from each assigned readings. 
 Academic Honesty: Cheating of any kind is an unacceptable behavior and will not be tolerated.  

Do your own work. Do not collaborate with others on assignments unless it is specifically allowed.  
 Unless otherwise noted, all work submitted to me needs to be typed (double-spaced) and stapled.  

Make sure you follow instructions and proofread assignments.   
 Arrive to class on time. 
 Do not be disruptive during class.  No reading the newspaper during class.  No chit-chat about non-course related 

topics. 

Amanda Abrahams
April 30th or May 2nd- teaching ?? email Lisa 



 
 

 

 

 No NEDs (Noise Emitting Devices, e.g., cell phones, pagers, mp3 players). Please place your NEDs on vibrate or turn 
them off during class.  

 Instructor permission is required prior to using a lap top in class. A lap top computer used in class should be employed 
strictly for class related activities. 

 
Academic Integrity 
Cheating of any kind is an unacceptable behavior and will not be tolerated. Some of the more common types of academic 
dishonesty relate to the following:  
 Plagiarism - Do not use published and/or unpublished material without acknowledging the source. 
 Cheating on assignments or projects – Do not collaborate with other students unless it is specifically stated by the 

instructor that working with others is allowed (e.g., a team project).   
 Cheating on exams – Do not acquire from, or give information to, other students about exams. Do not use materials or 

resources during exams that are not expressly permitted by the instructor. 
 

Penalties for cheating and plagiarism may range from an F on a particular assignment, an F for the course, to expulsion 
from the university. Violators of the University's Codes on Academic Honesty will be referred to the Office of Student 
Judicial Affairs for hearings, and will automatically receive an "F" for the course if found guilty. See 
http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd/integrity.shtml for additional information. At ALCI if you are discovered cheating or 
plagiarizing, you will receive one formal warning before being put on Academic Probation. 

 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Students with a verified learning disability can take a proctored exam at Disability Support Services (DSS). Upon 
identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with verified disabilities will receive reasonable 
accommodation for learning and evaluation (e.g., exams). Please make sure to get the instructor the signature form well in 
advance of an exam. For more information, contact Disability Support Services at 898-5959, or 
http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/] 
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American Language and Culture Institute 
Reading 5 Rubric: Guidelines for Assessment for Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) 
 
Reading Trait 
(SLO) 

Developing (1) Acceptable (2) Superior (3) 

Read short stories 
and/or novella 
(discourse-length 
reading) 

Student finishes just over 
one-half of the reading 

Student finishes nearly all 
of the reading 

Student finishes all of 
the reading 

Recognize 
relationship 
between main 
and supporting 
ideas 

Student has some ability 
to recognize difference 
between main idea and 
supporting details in 
limited types and lengths 
of written material 

Student can distinguish 
main idea and supporting 
details and can 
understand logical 
transitions in various 
types of written 
materials 

Student easily 
understands 
relationship 
between main idea 
and supporting 
details 

Synthesize 
information and 
ideas from 
readings by 
using various 
reading 
strategies 

Student lacks ability to 
use inference and 
understanding of 
relationships between 
ideas to accurately 
synthesize readings 

Student is more 
accurate in 
synthesizing readings 
by using inference and 
other reading strategies 

Student accurately 
synthesizes 
readings by using a 
variety of reading 
strategies, i.e. 
inference, main 
idea relationship, 
cause/effect 

Determine, 
explain and use 
new vocabulary 
and ideas from 
readings in 
preparation for 
essay exams 

Student inaccurately uses 
context clues and 
etymology to guess 
meaning of new 
vocabulary and cannot 
use new ideas from 
readings in preparation 
for essay exams 

Student accurately uses 
context clues and 
etymology to guess 
meaning of new 
vocabulary from 
readings in preparation 
for essay exams 

Student understands 
new vocabulary and 
ideas and 
accurately 
synthesizes 
information from 
readings into essay 
exams 
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