
Lesson Plan #4 : Car Troubles (Amanda Abrahams)

LESSON DURATION: 1 week, 3 lessons

LESSON TASK: How to prepare for possible car troubles along the way on the road trip.

RATIONALE: This is a later lesson in a unit about planning a road trip, “On the Road Again”. 
The students have already  picked their destination cities, planned a budget, and learned about 
billboards/signs on the road they would encounter along the way. In the event that students 
actually go on their road trip, they should be aware of the dangers that  can occur on the road or 
car problems. They should be well equipped in their vocabulary  and language to handle a 
situation if it  were to occur. During this, students will use technology and research to learn about 
the most common accidents or problems, read forums or websites on how to fix certain problems 
and use their critical thinking skills to solve problems and be prepared to face them with an 
informed mind.

GOALS: Students will be able recognize the most common car troubles encountered when 
going on a road trip. They will draft potential scenarios with solutions and make sure their 
problems will be covered under their selected insurance plan that  they will research and 
reference throughout the entire task. Through this task, the students will be using conditionals 
and modals in their problem solving and use that language in their skit. This task will be the 
conclusive portion of this road trip unit. 

STANDARDS:
1.1 Interpersonal Communication: Students will engage in conversation about car troubles and 
share their experiences while sharing their emotions and feelings.
1.2 Interpretive Communication: Students will interpret the symbols and images presented to 
them.
1.3 Presentational Communication: Students will present their authentic skit showing 
comprehension of the material.
2.1Cultural Practices: Students will learn the practices used in the United States when asking 
for help or guidance on a road trip.
4.1 Comparisons: Students can make comparisons to their native language when presented with 
the new grammar structures for the lesson.
5.1 School and beyond: Students can take this knowledge with them if they ever go on a road 
trip, this information will always be useful to them.
5.2  Lifelong learning: The real-life nature of this task will promote lifelong language learning.

OBJECTIVES:
Students will be able to:

• work in groups to define solutions and situations that can happen on the road
• identify a few of dangers of driving and some common problems that can happen



• use new vocabulary in the correct context during a short skit that will be performed in 
class

• engage in a fluid discussion about basic car problems and the symbols on a dashboard

STRATEGY: Effective Instructional Sequence

LESSON PROCEDURES

Step 1: Schema Building
This will introduce the lesson where they  will learn about problems that can occur on 

the road and what type of language they  will need to help  solve those problems. This will help 
them explain what is happening to their car. Pull up image of broken down car (Image 1) on the 
projector and ask students what they think it means. Have students write down some key words 
that come to mind for a few minutes. Pick a volunteer to be the note taker. Have students shout 
out some answers while the note taker writes the words on the board. 

Step 2: Authentic Input
 Pull up Toyota website1  and navigate to the page where the list of possible dashboard 
symbols appears. Ask students if they have ever seen these symbols, what do they mean? As you 
scroll over the symbols, the definition will appear, go over each symbol. Ask if anyone has a car 
and begin a discussion about problems that can happen while driving. Ask if anything has ever 
happened on the road, what they did to solve that and what they  would do if something else 
happened. Make note of who is participating for evaluation and assessment. Write down some 
words they call out for the vocabulary section. 
 Write “situations” and “solutions” on the board and separate students into two groups. 
Have one group come up  with as many “situations” as they  can in two minutes, and the other 
with “solutions”. Send one student from each group to write them on the board.  
	
 Introduce conditionals and modal verbs to the class. Write “if (situation), then I would 
(solution). ” on the board. Have students use this formula to express how they  would approach a 
problem should it occur on their road trip. Ask for some examples to evaluate participation and 
comprehension, take note of who is answering. Students will use this formula in the introductory 
component of their skit. They must come up with at  least three problems and solutions and state 
what they would do if it happened on the road. As part of their presentational component used to 
evaluate participation and comprehension, the students are to pick one of their scenarios and 
expand for their in class skit. 
	
 Show the class a car dashboard (Image 2) and describe what each symbol means. Discuss 
the importance of knowing how to read your car signals and that they will need their new 
vocabulary to describe whatever issues they are having. Go over what some possible solutions 
are to common blinking or illuminated lights on a dashboard (example: gas light and check oil -
both of these have basic solutions). Take students to the Adjusters International website and go 
over a few of the insurance terms. Have students research in their groups some terms and their 

1 http://www.toyota.com/owners/web/pages/resources/dashboard-indicators



definitions. They will be using this website to fill out the Allstate insurance claim worksheet 
(Appendix 2) for their accident/problem. 

New vocabulary:

engine lights fluid oil flat tire

gas  brakes jack roadside assistance hazard lights 

dashboard blinking flashing overheating insurance

coverage brake lights emergency brake battery flag someone down

Formulaic expressions:

• “where is the nearest gas station?”
• “may I borrow your phone?”
• “can you help us?”

Step 3: Controlled Practice
 Put up the blank image (Image 3) on the projector, overhead, etc. and write the 
corresponding words on the board in mixed order. Have students match each image with it’s 
corresponding definition. 

Step 4: Focus on Linguistic Elements
 Have students practice, “If ____ then I would ____” and ask each other questions about 
their dashboards.  They  should practice five different symbols with at least  3 people in the class 
and compare their answers about their solutions. They should use the new vocabulary to describe 
their problem and solution. During this portion, the students will have to get into their groups of 
four, where they will work together on a skit. The linguistic information they reviewed can be 
used in their skit as well as their reflection. 

Step 5: Presentation and Reflection
 In their groups of four, students take turns sharing what problem they come across on 
their trip.  They should then individually draft  a few possible solutions and why they believe that 
is the best answer. When students finish, collect their quick writes. 

Step 6: Provide Freer Practice 
 Have students write a script in groups of 4, assign one driver and three passengers. Pass 
out the skit handout (Appendix 1). The skit should be at least 5 minutes long but no longer than  
8 minutes. Each person should speak at least twice and they should use a problem that they 
discussed in class. Go around and check for understanding, ask if anyone needs help or clarity on 
the assignment. Monitor student progress and give help or direction where needed. Have students 



present their skit to the class and evaluate using rubric (attached). Students must pinpoint a 
location on their route where they have pulled over and research a repair shop near that location. 
They will use this information on the insurance claim worksheet.

Step 7: Introduce the Task
 Students will use the skills and language they learned over the last few lessons to find an 
insurance company  and write an article that expresses their opinion that they can send to that 
insurance company. They must make sure that the problem/accident that occurred during their 
skit  is covered by the insurance policy. On the back of the skit handout is an evaluation checklist 

Providing Assessment and Evaluation
	
 Informal assessment  is done throughout the lessons. You should be grading the 
presentations for clarity of pronunciation, vocabulary, enthusiasm, preparedness, and content.  
The students will also be assessed through their participation, correct use of the vocabulary, and 
the matching activity. The quick write will be assessed as credit/no credit. The insurance 
worksheet will also be graded for correct use of language. 

Closure
	
 Ask the students what they found most useful from the lesson, what they would do 
differently. What was difficult? What was fun? When do they plan to start their trip? After the 
class discussion, ask the students to write a short  reflection on what they learned and how well 
they think they did. 

MATERIALS

• overhead/projector/smart classroom
• markers
• internet access
• attached images
• skit handout
• examples of driver license and insurance card
• computers with internet access for each student
• rubric for grading presentations
• sample insurance claim

Sources
http://hefel.wordpress.com/2008/01/13/information-design-dashboards-and-balanced-scorecards/
http://www.toyota.com/owners/web/pages/resources/dashboard-indicators
http://www.allstate.com/Allstate/content/refresh-attachments/Allstate_Claim_Worksheet.pdf
http://www.adjustersinternational.com/glossary.cfm
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Pictures:
1. Broken down car
2. Car dashboard
3. Screenshot of toyota website with dashboard symbols
3.  Blank and full table of dashboard symbols
4. Fake Driver License
5. Sample Auto Insurance Card


