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Textbook Analysis

Part I. Selection

Elbaum, S. N. (2010). Grammar in Context: Fifth Edition. Massachusetts: Heinle Cengage 
Learning. (466 pages) Level: low intermediate-intermediate. 

 Grammar in Context (GIC) is used in an ESL setting at the American Language and 
Culture Institute (ALCI) at CSU, Chico. ALCI is still using this text; it is recent and I would use 
this textbook in a university  ESL setting. I was drawn towards this text because of the title, and 
recommendation of Chris Brands, ALCI Academic Coordinator and ESL Instructor. To teach the 
text, I will use the companion workbook that is available online, and draw upon the given 
exercises. Using the contextual examples, I will supplement with newspaper articles, youtube 
clips, games and activities. I will incorporate some of my own personal realia to complement the 
textbook material (pictures of my family at Thanksgiving, my own family recipes, pictures of my 
family’s wedding, etc.) Incorporating my culture into the lesson plans as a Mexican-American 
will make the material more realistic and relevant fostering more retention from the students. The 
ideal setting for this text would be a multicultural classroom with students of a similar age group 
(18-24). 

Part II. Analysis and Evaluation

 J. D. Brown (1995) provides a useful checklist  to analyze Grammar in Context, a popular 
grammar series published in 2010 by Heinle-Cengage. Heinle-Cengage is part of the National 
Geographic Learning series providing materials for English language teaching and learning. GIC 
is their best selling grammar series and the most recent edition “presents grammar in interesting, 
informative readings and then recycles the language and context throughout every 
activity” (www.cengagebrain.com). Sandra N. Elbaum, author of GIC, was an ESL instructor at 
Truman College in Chicago for thirty-six years. Aside her experience at the city college, she also 
taught in elementary and high schools, domestically and internationally  in Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
the former Soviet Union, and Slovakia. Elbaum received her B.A. in Spanish and M.A. in 
Teaching English as a Second Language from the University  of Illinois.  Part B of Brown’s 
“Checklist for Adopting Textbooks” regarding the curriculum and syllabus does not apply to my 
textbook or this assignment because I have no syllabus or curriculum to base any decisions on. 

 The physical characteristics of the textbook are linear but still appealing to any language 
learner through the colorful, practical use of bolding and italics. However, the reading inset 
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sections are made to look like they are from another book, and the computer generated images 
look unrealistic and the student is aware of that.  Lesson 1 is 42 pages long separated into 32 
pages of reading and reading activities and 8 pages of context related material: editing advice, 
quizzes, test and reviews, examples, summary, classroom activities, discussion aides, and a 
writing section. The following 13 lessons are separated into a similar ratio. Throughout the 
lesson, Elbaum introduces a theme with various aspects and grammatical rules, relating each 
theme and aspect  to a grammatical concept. The grammatical rules are diffused throughout the 
text and the students are exposed to the same grammatical concept in different contexts, ideas, 
themes, and situations. The reading and reading activity  section of each lesson is separated into 
pre-reading questions that elicit the students prior knowledge and draws connections from their 
culture to the target culture. These pre-reading activities address standards 1.2 and 4.2. The 
readings address different aspects of a theme, include charts with examples and uses of a certain 
grammatical rule, and is followed by exercises whereby the student can practice said 
grammatical rule. In the readings, Elbaum adds “did you know” bubbles that are useful and 
pleasant side notes. A point of confusion that I found in the first  lesson was a section where 
Elbaum outlined a grammatical rule with what to do and not to do. However, “do not” should 
have carried more emphasis, it looked the same as the other lessons, not creating enough 
distinction between the two (Elbaum, 2010, p5). All of the photos used are in color, but their size 
and number brings down the score a little. The majority of them are accurate with a few outdated 
photos. They are real photos mixed with some computer generated images; the computer 
generated images are interesting but unrealistic. The are different and misleading and I disagree 
with the usage of them. I believe that authentic photographs are a more powerful teaching and 
learning tool. Positive aspects of the layout are the authentic conversations, editing advice, 
editing quiz, and the pronunciation notes. The language notes are helpful to refer to the language 
notes because English is full of exceptions and abundant use of current examples, such as  
“craigslist.org”. 

 Elbaum has effective use of highlighting to show mistakes at the end of the lessons. Some 
words are crossed out in blue to demonstrate errors, emphasizing the correct form of words. 
GIC’s organization at the beginning of the text is easy  to navigate and follows a logical 
sequence: table of contents, lessons 1-14, appendices, glossary within the appendices, and an 
expansive, organized, and indicative index. The table of contents is comprehensible, detailed, 
and logically separated. It is set up for easy navigation and an answer key to the exercises is 
available online. 

 Given the level of the textbook, the content is easy enough for someone with limited 
experience to teach. I can supplement certain areas with what I believe is lacking or not specific 
enough. If students are having difficulty understanding a concept, I will supplement with outside 
resources. The directions are clear and easy to follow with explicit examples. The material 
quality of the text itself is pretty standard with dimensions of 8.5X11 and standard glossy  paper. 
The binding is strong, no rip out pages, although I believe the students could benefit from the 
appendices as copies/worksheets.



 With a quick search on amazon.com, chegg.com, half.com, and the publisher’s website, 
GIC is readily  available, new, used, or as a rental. The text can be easily  found online for $48.75 
and $25.91for a used copy. Purchasing a copy  will include 3 audio CD’s  with tracks for listening 
comprehension, and accessibility to purchase an online workbook. The teachability of the text is 
reinforced by the positive reviews from 3 instructors and recommendations from all three; Beth 
Carras, and instructor at Springfield Technical Community College in Massachusetts 
recommends using GIC because the exercises are relevant and students are exposed to 
meaningful context. Lena Temina, also an instructor at Springfield Technical Community 
College recommends GIC because of the context and the editing exercises. This is helpful 
because students learn better by  correcting their errors I found the section on immigration to be 
especially relevant for the population that is using this textbook at ALCI. 

 Hadley’s features of a good textbook refer to a comprehensive analysis of proficiency 
oriented instruction. GIC is a really popular series in ESL instruction because of it’s 
contextualized language practice activities. The range of topics that GIC covers is expansive and 
addresses multiple populations, younger college students (social networking, the internet, pets, 
renting an apartment) to older populations (marriage, getting older, working towards equality). 
By asking pre-reading questions that begin with, “In your culture/language/native country...” 
GIC is setting up  creative practice and allowing the student to make connections with the target 
culture. Group work is addressed in the text as multiple exercises and the classroom activities at 
the end of each lesson recommend working with a partner. The dialogues throughout the text are 
authentic, and current.

Part III. Recommendation
	

	
 I would recommend this textbook to other instructors because of it’s comprehensive 
grammatical approach. GIC introduces current themes that many age groups can identify with 
and reintroduces the grammatical concept across the various themes. Despite its’ linear layout, 
GIC supplies it’s readers with plenty of exercises that are relevant and authentic. The language 
used in the text is also authentic and I found myself at multiple occasions thinking I would say 
those exact words in casual conversation. Combining grammar with useful information is 
collateral learning. 

 The reading sections use authentic language but it could be more authentic stemming 
from the source. If Elbaum used newspapers, original book excerpts, actual radio or TV 
announcements, the text would be that much stronger. For the Thanksgiving section in Lesson 5, 
the Turkey  stuffing recipe is made to look like an inset from another book but an actual recipe 
that could be found online or in a cookbook would be much better and more credible, especially 
because this book is being used at  the university  level. I believe it takes away  from the credibility 
of the instruction when the materials are not 100% authentic. It  is more fun, in my opinion and 
experience, to be learning something with materials that can actually be found in the target 
culture. For example, the recipe could be from epicurious.com, or a cooking show, or something 



that is widely used. Craigslist.org, Facebook, and MySpace are all great examples found within 
the text of modern references that help with comprehension (Elbaum, 2010, Lesson 8). Lesson 
2’s theme, “Getting Older” is not really relevant to younger populations but applicable to adult 
ESL learners. Lesson 3, “Equality” uses modern examples for African Americans, but does not 
address a modern issue of Arab-American discrimination. The largest population of students at 
ALCI comes from Saudi Arabia or other Persian Gulf nations; a small section in the textbook 
addressing the problems they may experience could be a beneficial addition. 

 Elbaum showed strong connections with US context, outlining American and British 
grammar comparisons: grandpa vs. grandfather (Elbaum, 2010, p17). American English and 
British English use different grammar to form the negative of have. “He doesn’t have a dog vs. 
He hasn’t (got) a dog” is another great example distinguishing the differences between American 
and British English. It  is quite possible that many  students come to the United States to study 
English but may  have background studying Australian English, British English or another form 
of English from a different Anglophone country. Overall, GIC is a comprehensive textbook that 
is beneficial to ESL learners in the United States. 
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